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PERMIT CONDITIONS

West Virginia Code §22-6-11 allows the Office of Oil and Gas to place specific conditions upon this
permit. Permit conditions have the same effect as law. Failure to adhere to the specified permit
conditions may result in enforcement action.

CONDITIONS

1. All pits must be lined with a minimum of 20 mil thickness synthetic liner.

2. Inthe event of an accident or explosion causing loss of life or serious personal injury in or about
the well or while working on the well, the well operator or its contractor shall give notice, stating
the particulars of the accident or explosion, to the oil and gas inspector and the Chief within
twenty-four (24) hours.

3. Well work activities shall not constitute a hazard to the safety of persons.
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U.S. Department of Labor Mine Safety and Health Administration
4015 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, Virginia 22203-1984
JuL 13 200t
In the matter of Petition for Modification

Consolidation Coal Company
Robinson Run No. 95
I.D. No. 46-01318 Docket No. M-2001-015-C

PROP D DECISTION ORD

On February 6, 2001, a petition was filed seeking a modification

of the application of 30 CFR 75.1700 to Petitioner's Robinson Run
No. 95 Mine. The Petitioner alleges that the alternative method

outlined in the petition will at all times guarantee no less than
the same measure of protection afforded by the standard.

The alternative method proposed by the petitioner is similar to
that approved under similar petitions for modification with the
exception of certain terms and conditions. Specifically, the
District Manager has the authority to allow mining within 300
feet without plugging, and to accept wells cleaned and plugged
prior to the effective date of this Order if the plugging methods
are documented and meet the terms and conditions of this Order.

MSHA personnel conducted an investigation of the petition and
filed a report of their findings and recommendations with the
Administrator for Coal Mine Safety and Health. After a careful
review of the entire record, including the petition and MSHA's
investigative report and recommendation, this Proposed Decision
and Order (PDO) is issued.

Finding of Fact and Conclusion of Law

The alternative method proposed by the Petitioner (as amended by
MSHA) will at all times guarantee no less than the same measure
of protection afforded the miners under 30 CFR 75.1700.

The petitioner reports that more than 550 oil and gas wells have
been plugged and more than 475 plugged wells have been
successfully mined through since the company first rggéived
modifications to the application of the standard at several of
its other mines. Further, the petitioner adopted the special
terms and condition MSHA imposed in Docket No. M-1990-066-C for
the Shoemaker Mine. The petitioner plans to clean out and plug
all wells including those with existing plugging affidavits,
prior to mining through.
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Typically, the wells are less than 2000 feet deep. The Robinson
Run No. 95 Mine is extracting coal on the Pittsburgh Coal Seam.
There are old workings on the coal seams above, and coal seams
which are greater than 24 inches thick both above and below the
current mine workings at various locations. Generally, the
Pittsburgh Coal Seam is 200 to 700 feet from the surface
depending upon the topography. The majority of the wells which
will be plugged were drilled before 18930 prior to enactment of
any drilling or plugging standards. Also, many of the well were
abandoned before federal or state regulations became effective.

Unless the existing records show that an abandoned well was
plugged using techniques equivalent to this proposed decision and
order’s terms and condition, and that information is submitted
and accepted in accordance with Paragraph 2(s) as providing the
required level of safety by the District Manager, the well shall
be again cleaned, inadequate plugging materials drilled out and
the well plugged in accordance with the terms and conditions of
this proposed decision and order before such wells may be cut
through or approached within the allowed limits. The summary
information provided by the petition suggests that special
attention to securing and interpreting the suite of drill logs
required by Paragraph 1(a) (4) is needed to ensure that, at a
minimum, the expanding cement plug extends from at least 200 feet
below the lowest minable seam through 100 feet above the highest
minable seam, unless the seams are separated by an interval
greater than 300 feet, in which case each seam may be plugged
individually.

On the basis of the petition and the findings of MSHA's
investigation, Consolidation Coal Company is granted a
modification of the application of 30 CFR 75.1700 to its Robinson
Run No. 95 Mine. The mine is currently plugging and cutting
through oil and gas wells using the special terms and conditions
granted in the Proposed Decision and Order for Docket No. M-1979-
261-C finalized August 18, 1980. This PDO will supercede the
terms and conditions of that Order when it becomes effective.

ORDER

Wherefore, pursuant to the authority delegated by the Secretary
of Labor to the Administrator for Coal Mine Safety and Health,
and pursuant to Section 101l (c) of the Federal Mine Safety and
Health Act of 1977, 30 U.S.C., sec. 811l(c), it is ordered that
Consolidation Coal Company’s Petition for Modification of the
application of 30 CFR 75.1700 at the Robinson Run No. 95 Mine is
hereby:
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GRANTED, for mining through or near (whenever the safety
barrier diameter is reduced to a distance less
than the District Manager would approve pursuant
to Section 75.1700) plugged oil or gas wells pene-
trating the Pittsburgh seam and other minable coal
seams, conditioned upon compliance with the
following terms and conditions:

1. Procedures to be utilized when plugging o0il or gas
wells,
a. aning out and prepari il and gas wells.

Prior to plugging an oil or gas well, the follow-
ing procedure shall be followed:

(1) A diligent effort shall be made to clean the
borehole to the original total depth. If
this depth cannot be reached, the borehole
shall be cleaned out to a depth which would
permit the placement of at least 200 feet of
expanding cement below the base of the lowest
minable coal bed.

(2) When cleaning the borehole, a diligent effort
shall be made to remove all the casing in the
borehole. If it is not possible to remove
all casing, the casing which remains shall be
perforated, oxr ripped, at intervals spaced
close enough to permit expanding cement slur-
ry to infiltrate the annulus between the
casing and the borehole wall for a distance
of at least 200 feet below the base of the
lowest minable coal bed.

(3) 1If the cleaned-out borehole produces gas, a
mechanical bridge plug shall be placed in the
borehole in a competent stratum at least 200
feet below the base of the lowest minable
coal bed, but above the top of the uppermost
hydrocarbon-producing stratum. If it is not
possible to set a mechanical bridge plug, a
substantial brush plug may be used in place
of the mechanical bridge plug.

(4) A suite of logs shall be made consisting of a
caliper survey, directional deviation survey,
and log(s) suitable for determining the top
and bottom of the lowest minable coal bed and
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potential hydrocarbon producing strata and
the location for the bridge plug.

If the uppermost hydrocarbon-producing
stratum is within 200 feet of the base of the
lowest minable coal bed, properly placed
mechanical bridge plugs or a suitable brush
plug described in Subparagraph (a) (3) shall
be used to isolate the hydrocarbon producing
stratum from the expanding cement plug.
Nevertheless, a minimum of 200 feet of ex-
panding cement shall be placed below the
lowest minable coal bed.

The wellbore shall be completely filled and
circulated with a gel that inhibits any flow
of gas, supports the walls of the borehole,
and increases the density of the expanding
cement. This gel shall be pumped through
open-end tubing run to a point approximately
20 feet above the bottom of the cleaned out
area of the borehole or bridge plug.

Plugging oil or ells urface. The
follow1ng procedures shall be utlllzed when plugg-
ing gas or oil wells to the surface:

(1)

(2)

A cement plug shall be set in the wellbore by
pumping an expanding cement slurry down the
tubing to displace the gel and fill the bore-
hole to the surface. (As an alternative, the
cement slurry may be pumped down the tubing
so that the borehole is filled with Portland
cement or a Portland cement-fly ash mixture
from a point approximately 100 feet above the
top of the lowest minable coal bed to the
surface with an expanding cement plug extend-
ing from at least 200 feet below the lowest
minable coal bed to the bottom of the
Portland cement.) There shall be at least
200 feet of expanding cement below the base
of the lowest minable coal bed.

A small quantity of steel turnings, or other
small magnetic particles, shall be embedded
in the top of the cement near the surface to
serve as a permanent magnetic monument of the
borehole.
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c. Plugging oil or gas wells using the vent pipe

method. The following procedures shall be util-

ized when using the vent pipe method for plugging
oil and gas wells:

(1) A 4¥%-inch or larger vent pipe shall be run
into the wellbore to a depth of 100 feet
below the lowest minable coal bed and swedged
to a smaller diameter pipe, if desired, which
will extend to a point approximately 20 feet
above the bottom of the cleaned out area of
the borehole or bridge plug.

(2) A cement plug shall be set in the wellbore by
pumping an expanding cement slurry, Portland
cement, or a Portland cement-fly ash mixture

- down the tubing to displace the gel so that
the borehole is filled with cement. The
borehole and the vent pipe shall be filled
with expanding cement for a minimum of 200
feet below the base of the lowest minable
coal bed. The top of the expanding cement
shall extend upward to a point approximately
100 feet above the top of the lowest minable
coal bed.

(3) All fluid shall be evacuated from the vent
pipe to facilitate testing for gases. During
the evacuation of fluid, the expanding cement
shall not be disturbed.

(4) The top of the vent pipe shall be protected

' to prevent liquids or solids from entering
the wellbore, but permit ready access to the
full internal diameter of the vent pipe when

necessary.
d. Plugging oil apd gas wells for use ag degasifica-

tion boreholes. The following procedures shall be
utilized when plugging oil or gas wells for subse-
quent use as degasification boreholes:

(1) A cement plug shall be set in the wellbore by
pumping an expanding cement slurry down the
tubing to displace the gel and provide at
least 200 feet of expanding cement below the
lowest minable coal bed. The top of the
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and participate. This meeting may be called by
the operator.

Mining in close proximity to or through a plugged
well shall be done on a shift approved by the
District Manager or designee.

The District Manager or designee, representative
of the miners, and the appropriate State agency
shall be notified by the operator in sufficient
time prior to the mining through operation in
order to have an opportunity to have representa-
tives present.

When using continuous mining equipment, drivage
sights shall be installed at the last open cross-
cut near the place to be mined to ensure intersec-
tion of the well. The drivage sites shall not be
more than 50 feet from the well. When using long-
wall mining methods, drivage sights shall be in-
stalled on 10-foot centers for a distance of 50
feet in advance of the well bore. The drivage
sights shall be installed in the headgate and
tailgate.

Firefighting equipment, including fire extinguish-
ers, rock dust, and sufficient fire hose to reach
the working face area of the mining through shall
be available when either the conventional or con-
tinuous mining method is used. The fire hose
shall be located in the last open crosscut of the
entry or room. All fire hoses shall be ready for
operation during the mining through.

Sufficient supplies of roof support and ventila-
tion materials shall be available and located at
the last open crosscut. In addition, an emergency
plug and/or plugs shall be available in the imme-
diate area of the cut through.

The quantity of air required by the approved mine
ventilation plan, but not less than 6,000 cubic
feet of air per minute for scrubber equipped
continuous miners or not less than 9,000 cubic
feet per minute for continuous miner sections
using auxiliary fans or line brattice only, shall
be used to ventilate the working face during the
mining through operation. The quantity of air
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Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that a copy of this proposed decision was
served pzrionally or mailed, postage prepaid, this /3 day of

.y . 2001 to:
Robert M. Vukas, Esq. .
CONSOL, Inc.

Consol Plaza
1800 Washington Road
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15241-1421

Addressee of Record Ms. Joyce A, Hanula

Mr. James Siko, Superintendent United Mine Workers
Consolidation Coal Company of America

Robinson Run No. 95 : 8315 Lee Highway

RT. 2, Box 152 Fairfax, Virginia 22031-2215

Mannington, West Virginia 26582

SUSAN Y. LEE
Mine Safety and Health Technician

cc: Mr. Ronald L.. Harris
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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF OIL AND GAS
GROUNDWATER PROTECTION PLAN

Operator Name:  CONSOLIDATION COAL COMPANY

Watershed (HUC 10) PRICE FORK OF TEN MILE RUN OF PRICES RUN OF SOUTH FORK FISHING CREEK Quad: FOLSOM, WV 7.5

Farm Name:

1. List the procedures used for the treatment and discharge of fluids. Include a list ofall operations that could contaminate the
groundwater.

2. Describe procedures and equipment used to protect groundwater quality from the list of potential contaminant sources above.

3. List the closest water body, distance to closest water body, and distance from closest Well Head Protection Area to the
discharge area.

4. Summarize all activities at your facility that are already regulated for groundwater protection. JAN 2 20

5. Discuss any existing groundwater quality data for your facility or an adjacent property.



WW-9- GPP éZ _L@_ﬁfﬂ(ﬁ&l@l Q

Rev. 5/16 N/A API Number 47 - 103 . 30169
Operator's Well No. 7v?5’7

6. Provide a statement that no waste material will be used for deicing or fill material on the property.

7. Describe the groundwater protection instruction and training to be provided to the employees. Job procedures shall
provide direction on how to prevent groundwater contamination.

8. Provide provisions and frequency for inspections of all GPP elements and equipment.

Signature:

Date:
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